May 19, 2010

Planning Commission
City of Santa Monica
1685 Main Street

Santa Monica CA 90401

Dear Chair Koning, and Planning Commissioners:
This letter will serve as our enthusiastic endorsement for the atiached Heights/Density chart.

The Architectural Review Board sub-commitiee comprised of Lynn Robb, William Adams, FAIA and Michael Folonis,
FAIA has worked with the Planning Commission sub-committee to establish building heights as oullined in the chart. We
would like to express our sincere gratitude to Eileen Fogerty, her staff and everyone who has participated in the LUCE
process for a tremendous effort and a great document. We recognize that it's easy to stand back from the LUCE and
criticize it. That is clearly not what we did. We have looked at the heights in the LUCE with an attempt to contribute
constructive thoughts which we feel will reinforce anct strengthen the document.

Our comments and suggestions provide a simple fine-tuning of the LUCE building heights. We totally support the Floor
Area Ratios, FAR. As you can see in the chart that illustrates our proposal, the adjustments we propose to the LUCE are
very minor and in a number of cases, are less than the heighis currently proposed in the LUCE. The chart was
developed with the scle purpose of establishing proper, sensible, usable and practical head heights for interior spaces
including ground floor commercial with housing above. We believe our proposed method of measuring heights is
practical and will give architects a small, but important amount of additional latitude that will make for a better quality of
tife, including a richer, mare diverse pedestrian orientation and improved access.

Granting this minimal, yet valuable measure of flexibility will greatly assist architects in designing wonderful spaces for
people fo live, recreate, and buy and sell goods and services. This is sound planning for the future.

We strongly urge you to consider this chart in moving the LUCE to its final stage of approval.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Folonis, FAIA
Architectural Review Board, Chair
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